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How Dare You? Editing Poetry

Rhea Tregebov

For those of us who work exclusively with prose, the task of editing poetry can appear both intriguing and daunting. Surely editing a poem is completely different from editing a textbook or a government report—or is it? What kinds of guidelines and judgement calls come into play when editing poetry for style, structure, and even punctuation? Are the process and the parameters similar to those of editing prose, or are the boundaries in completely different places?

1. Do we dare? Editing poetry is a specialization. For substantive edits, editors need a high level of literary skill.

2. Industry standards: hands-off. 

3. Authorial control highest of any genre.

4. Poets’ area of expertise is writing.

5. In poetry form is content. 

6. Carefully established mandate critical.

7. Substantive editing does happen, but with expert editor.

8. What you can do on a substantive level even if you’re not an expert in the genre:

· Sequence; organization.

· Front and back matter.

· Copy-editing (spelling, consistency, usage).

· Special formatting/ proofing needs.

